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The grammaticalization path of yi LA based on its occurrences
in The Book of Odes (Shijing <FF#&E>)

Chang, Jung-Im (Gachon University)
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1. Introduction

This paper investigates the grammaticalization path of yi UL in OId Chinese
by analyzing all occurrences of it in The Book of Odes (Shijing <FF&E>,
hereafter SJ), a pre-classical text in the classification of Pulleyblank (1995). This
text is chosen because it reflects a key early stage in the grammaticalization of
PL. While the original verbal usages of UL remain in this stage, it has also
started to appear much more frequently as an adposition and as a conjunction
with a wide range of usages.

Pl appears a total of 307 times in SJ. Among them, there are 35 occurrences
used as a verb, two occurrences used as a noun, 125 occurrences used as an
adposition (including both preposition and postposition), and 145 occurrences
used as a conjunction. In the following sections, examples of Ll used as a verb,
an adposition, and a conjunction are provided.) The grammaticalization path

linking these usages is explained, and the semantic scope of UL is drawn.

2. bl as a verb
Ll is originally a verb meaning ‘to lead’, and the meaning is extended to ‘to

take’, ‘to bring’, ‘to hold’, and ‘to reach’. These verbal meanings of UL are not

) Regarding the two occurrences of A used as a noun, one means ‘reason’ and the other means ‘a
worker.” These two occurrences are excluded in this paper because they are very rare usages of LA
derived through lexicalization.
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discrete, but interrelated. That is, the semantic feature set of ‘to lead’ can be
expressed as [+to hold, +object, +movement, +toward]. P is interpreted as ‘to hold’
when it loses the feature [+movement] and [+toward] as well. As a result, it only
has the feature set [+to hold, +object]. ‘To reach’ is the intransitive usage of a
transitive verb, whose feature set can be described as [+to hold, -object, +movement,

+toward]. Examples of each usage are as follows.

(1) BEEE, PDAHEEZE. (<Hli> 297.1)
There is a black horse and a yellow horse. They are leading a carriage rigorously.
(2) 27w, ARBL (<ILAHE> 22.1)
The young lady went to her permanent home, but she would not take us.
(3) EEAHE, PABEPLW. (<BHE> 35.1)
Soft east wind brings clouds and rain.
(4) FFULMESE, W LASE. (<WHEIE> 194.1)
Even such innocent people fell into and all reached mishap.
(5) SLILH, ABULEE. (< KH> 203.6)
Some people hold (=have) wine, but do not hold (=have) congee.

3. Pl as an adposition

From a verb, L is grammaticalized into an adposition with a wide range of usages,
such as an instrumental marker and a direct-object (DO) marker. It also appears with
a factitive verb /4y in the form [PA+Obj+45+Comp].2) LA is also used as a cause marker,
a locative marker, and an agent marker.

The grammaticalization path of UL into an adposition can be explained as follows.
From a verb meaning ‘to take’ or ‘to hold’, UL developed into an instrumental marker,
a grammaticalization path that is well-attested across languages. From an instrumental
marker, it is further grammaticalized into a cause marker, in a process similar to the
case of English with. From its verbal meaning ‘to take’, UL also grammaticalized into
a DO marker. % and # in pre-modern Chinese are such examples. The form [LL+Obj+
#y+Comp] was also derived from the verbal meaning ‘to take.” A used as a locative
marker and as an agent marker developed from its instrumental usage.3)

Among 125 occurrences of Ll used as an adposition, there are 72 occurrences used
as an instrumental marker, 10 occurrences used as a cause marker, 32 occurrences
used as a DO marker, eight occurrences used in the form [LA+Obj+%5+Comp], two

occurrences used as a locative marker, and one occurrence used as an agent marker.

2) Obj: object; Comp: complement.
3) For the grammaticalization path and the semantic scope of L) reflected in SJ, see Figurel.
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Examples of each usage are provided below.

(1) DAFRERR, BUKETW. (< KHE> 212.1) [instrumental]
With our sharp plough, we started working on the southern acres.
(2)  ERUEH, REREak (<HE > 35.3) [cause]

The Jing river becomes muddy because of the Wei river, but when the flow

slows down and stops, it becomes limpid.

(3) =HEEY, PGIMRE. (<17 > 246.4) [DO marker]
(He) pulls and supports an old man with a rounded back.

(4)  FIkAER, DIBR. (<AE> 355) [LA+Obj+Z+Comp]
You do not cherish me. (Rather) you considered me an enemy.

(5) W THZ? RBAXFS. (<%itl> 224.3) [locative]
When can I control him? He stays in misery and pity.

(6) B Lt MUART. (<BEHE> 247.8) [agent]

It gives you young ladies and gentlemen. You will be followed by grandsons and

sons.

4. Pl as a conjunction

From its adpositional usage, UL is further grammaticalized into a conjunction. It
is widely believed that the conjunctional UL was derived from the form [VP1+LLZ
+VP2] through the elision of zA7 2. However, I argue that the conjunctional LA
originated directly from its adpositional usage by appearing in the form [[VPI+
PL]ap+VP2],4 where VPI1 is used as a nominalized object of the adpositional PA. This
argument is supported by the fact that an adposition and a conjunction often share
the same form in other languages. English before and after are such examples.

As a conjunction, L has a wide range of usages, such as cause and result, purpose,
time sequence, and manner. It is also used as a noun phrase conjunction (NP-AND).
The grammaticalization path can be explained as follows. The conjunctional LA which
expresses cause/result or purpose (all of which are often grouped as ‘consequence’
in the literature) was derived from its adpositional usage expressing cause. LA
expressing time sequence was derived from UL which expresses cause/result or
purpose through the loss of the meaning ‘consequence’. DL expressing manner and
L used as an NP-AND were derived from the adpositional usage meaning
instrument/comitative, a development which is broadly observed across languages.

Examples of each usage are provided below.

4 AP: adposiitonal phrase
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(7) WA, DAMERZ M. (<35> 255.4) [cause/result]
Your virtue is not bright. Therefore there is no companion or minister.
(8) FRUhE e, HERAAIKIE. (<HH> 3.2) [purpose]

Meanwhile I pour from that bronze Lei vase, in order not to yearn all the time.
O THOER, DAERER. BN, Sl BT R (<EZIH > 50.2) [time
sequence]
He ascended that large mound and gazed afar at Chu. He gazed afar at Chu and
Tang, measured mountains and hills (by using shadow), descended and inspected the
mulberry grounds.
(10) 27T, &Rz BEEIEL PSP, (<#EE> 28.2) [manner]
The young woman goes to her permanent home. I go far to escort her. I gaze after
her, but cannot see her. I weep standing still.
(11) R <THRYTE, AREUE, ANREDGE, AR, T2 HL (< 2R>
241.7) [NP-AND]
God said to King Wen: “I cherish bright virtue. The sound and the color are not
shown off. The cane and whip are not frequently used. Yet, unknowingly, you obey
the rules of God.”

5. The grammaticalization path and the semantic scope of LA
Based on the previous discussion, the grammaticalization path of UL and its semantic

scope reflected in SJ can be illustrated as in Figure 1 below.

>\manner adwverb

- e R e

purpose

instrumental/ locative

comiftative

agent.

Gty » (@b

‘ direct object marker ‘

[L1+object + B +complement)

Figure 1. The grammaticalization path and semantic scope of Ll in SJ9

5) The usages in an oval indicate L is used as a verb. A square indicates LA is used as an adposition. A
hexagon indicates Ll is used as a conjunction. L used as an S-AND (S: sentence) does not appear in
SJ, yet it is observed in late Old Chinese texts. Therefore, its grammaticalization is indicated with a
dotted line.
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